TEACHERS OF THE PUNJAB
16.   GURU HAR RAI
GURU Har Rai was born in Magh or February, A.D.
1631, of Gurditta's wife Nihal Kaur or Natti. He
was more inclined to devotion than his grandfather
Har Gobind and less to hunting and martial exer-
cises. Still he retained the bodyguard of two thou-
sand two hundred horsemen and he went hunting ;
but the beasts that he caught he did not slay. He
took them back with him and kept them in his zoo-
logical gardens. In the evening he would hold his
court and listen to hymns and impart instruction. A
favourite couplet of his was from the poems of Guru
Arjan :
'Learn the word, my Beloved, which is our support in
life and death.
'By remembering- the One God your faces shall ever
be bright and happy.'
It was not long before his powers as a healer were
tested. Prince Aurangzib, to get rid of Prince Dara
Shukoh, his father's favourite son, had put, so the
story runs, some tiger's whiskers in his brother's
food. Dara Shukoh got very ill and the wisest
doctors in the land decided that only one medicine
would cure him. It was a myrabolam weighing
twenty-eight ounces and a clove weighing one
masha. Such an enormous myrabolam and so vast
a clove were nowhere to be found. The emperor
was advised to apply to Guru Har Rai. This Shah
Jahan was at first reluctant to do; but at last he